BRITISH ASSOCIATION 

FOR 

COUNSELLING AND PSYCHOTHERAPY
Specialist Organisations Sheet  F1
Funding For Counsellor Training

Hoxter Educational Bursaries

The British Association for Counselling and Psychotherapy, through its Hoxter Educational Bursaries, aims to assist those people on low income to pay for counsellor training. Additionally, attention is given to people offering counselling to disadvantaged or under-represented groups in society.

Bursaries are only available to those undertaking BACP accredited courses. Applications must be received no later than 31 July each year and must be accompanied with proof of acceptance onto a BACP accredited course, along with supporting documents providing evidence of financial needs.

http://www.bacp.co.uk/information/education/bursaries.php
Adult Learning Grants

http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/EducationAndLearning/AdultLearning/Adultlearninggrant/index.htm
Provides grants for people going back to college to study for their first full Level 2 or first full Level 3 qualification.

For more information contact: learndirect on: 0800 100 900
Assembly Learning Grant (ALG)

www.dysgu.cymru.gov.uk
www.learning.wales.gov.uk
Funded by the Welsh Assembly Government, the Assembly Learning Grant (ALG) will provide extra money for students who otherwise experience financial difficulty when undertaking further or higher education.  It can be applied for in addition to student loans and some other forms of support and does not have to be repaid.

Applicants must be normally resident in Wales and studying in the UK on a course of at least 275 hours per year. Applicants are means tested on the assessable income of the individual, or household. The student's LEA is responsible for assessing and awarding ALGs and can supply application forms.
Career Development Loans




http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/EducationAndLearning/AdultLearning/CareerDevelopmentLoans/index.htm
Helpline: 0800 585505 

Lines open: 7 days a week 8am-10pm 

A CDL is a deferred repayment bank loan assisting students to pay for vocational learning or education. Sums of between £300 and £8000 are available to help fund up to two years of learning, plus (if relevant) up to one year’s practical work experience where it forms part of the course. The Department for Education and Skills (DfES) pays the interest on the loan during the course and for up to one month after the last day of training. The loan is then paid to the bank over an agreed period at a fixed rate of interest.

Economic and Social Research Council
www.esrc.ac.uk
Tel: 01793 413000

Polaris House, North Star Avenue, Swindon, SN2 1UJ.

Provides post-graduate funding via its 1+3 award scheme (1 year Masters 3 years PhD). Students are funded for a one-year research training Masters (two years part-time), and then funded for three years (five years part-time) for a PhD, subject to satisfactory progress.

Educational Grants Advisory Service

www.egas-online.org
Advice Line: 020 7254 6251

Lines open: Tues, Wed & Thurs 2pm-4pm

Fax: 020 7249 5443

501-505 Kingsland Road, London, E8 4AU

Part of the Family Welfare Association. Provides confidential guidance and advice on funding to students aged 16 years and above, particularly those who are disadvantaged. It provides up to date information on loans, grants and benefits and maintains a large database of educational trusts and charities. Offers information, either by phone or via a drop in service. Interpreters can be arranged for community languages. No charge for services.
Local Authority Grants/Awards





www.dfes.gov.uk/leas/
Free phone Information Line: 0800 731 9133

Discretionary awards may be available for full time courses, though these are extremely scarce. It may be worth asking in case the authority would be prepared to make some contribution, perhaps paying some of the fees. 

Student Awards Agency for Scotland

http://www.saas.gov.uk/saas_home.htm
General queries: 0845 111 1711 

Lines open: June to October: Mon to Thurs 8am-6pm/Fri 8am-4.30pm 
November to April: Mon to Thurs 8.30am-5pm/ Fri 8.30am-4.30pm

Gyleview House, 3 Redheughs Rigg, Edinburgh, EH12 9HH

The Students Awards Agency for Scotland funds Scottish students taking higher education courses anywhere in the UK.

Student Loans Company Limited 





http://www.studentfinancedirect.co.uk 
Tel: 0845 607 7577
Lines open: Mon to Fri 8am-8pm/ Sat 9am-5.30pm 
Minicom: 0845 604 4434 
(You must have access to a Minicom device in order to use this service). 

Student loans are part of the government’s financial support package for students embarking on a course of higher education. They are available to help students meet their living costs while studying.

Secondment by Employer

People who are seconded take the majority of places on full time courses on full salary. Course fees are usually paid by the employer and possibly, in addition, travelling and accommodation allowances. Local Education Authorities second the largest number of students. Teachers intending to apply for secondment need to ascertain their LEA’s policy about conditions, eligibility and courses favoured.

Other employers in the public and private sectors may consider paying the fees for an employee to undertake a part time course, if the employee can show that the course would be of benefit in his/her work.

Scholarship Search UK 



www.scholarship-search.org.uk
Scholarship Search UK provides a freely searchable database of undergraduate awards. Database also contains considerable information about many other forms of funding for other students.

The Directory of Grant Making Trusts is a publication listing a wide range of bursaries available in the United Kingdom for all types of qualifications. It is available at local libraries (usually only available as a reference book).

Self Finance

Increasingly, people are obliged to consider financing themselves by using their own funds, or borrowing from friends, relatives or the bank. This can, of course, be a risky business as finding employment as a counsellor after training cannot be guaranteed.  It would be safer to undertake a part time course that enables the student to continue in employment during training.

Reference Books

Available from BACP publications list

1. Training in Counselling & Psychotherapy- A Directory

The following should be available from the reference section in local libraries:

1. CRAC Graduate Studies. Contains details of postgraduate courses.

Hobsons Press, Cambridge.

2. The Grants Register.

Macmillan Press Ltd.

3. Directory of Grant-Making Trusts

Charities Aid Foundation, 48 Pembury Road, Tonbridge, Kent TN9 2JT

4. Directory of Counselling

Colin Feltham & Windy Dryden. Whurr Publishers.

5. Directory of  Psychotherapy

Sue Walrond Skinner. Routledge, Keegan & Paul.

This list has been compiled by the BACP Information Office from a variety of sources and is offered as a service for members and the public. Inclusion does not mean that an organisation is recognised or recommended by BACP.
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