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A little biog

Â Came to counselling through Youth Work 
following a year as CSV (after first degree) 

Â 1983 FE college ïworked as Student Advisor
Â 1984 started counselling training
Â ô87 completed diploma, saw more students as 

counselling clients
Â ô92 new job, new college as counsellor/manager
Â 2000 job in Hull Uni
Â 2000-7 Exec member on AUCC
Â 2004-6 Chair AUCC 
Â 2008-9 Chair of HUCS



What is a Student?

Â Quick brainstorm of characteristics

Â Full Time, part-time

Â Funded, self-funded

Â Single, ñcarefreeò Vs e.g. pathologically shy

Â Juggling educational, family, financial 
responsibilities (e.g. mature students)

Â Optimism Vs pessimism (see Erik Erikson)

Â Keen to be there/at that stage of there lives Vs 
not!



similarities and differences:
FE                    HE

Â 16 upwards 
(except .. now as 
young as 14)

Â Levels 1,2,3 
mostly

Â LSC funded 
except for 
industry training 
and Adult Ed

Â18 upwards (except é 
child protegees and 
links with FE 

ÂLevels 4 and above é 
mostly

ÂHEFCE funded except 
for self-funded 
(Intrnatl & p/g stdts) 
and Research +/-
industry)



similarities and differences:
FE                    HE

Â Non-statutory ï
except that some 
donôt want to be 
there!

Â Desire for 
independence, 
ambivalence 
about 
dependency, 
òbondingò with 
parental figure

Â Most really do want to be 
there é buté!

Â Need for belonging in 
strange/new 
surroundings, counselling 
work may be at more 
regressed level



similarities and differences:
FE                    HE

Â May come with 
ready-made peer 
group (as local)

Â ñMatureò = over 
19 at start of 
level 3

Â Low/zero cost to 
student if first 
level 2/3 course

Â More likely to have to 
start all over with new 
peers (though depends if 
local Uni/ñnewò (post 
1992) Uni  

Â ñMatureò = over 21 at 
start of level 4 (u/g), over 
25 at start of level 7 (p/g)

Â Fees + top-up fees & 
student loans (for first 
degrees)


