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Participant Information Leaflet

Study title: Challenges Faced by Counsellors Working with Perpetrators of Domestic Abuse – A Thematic Analysis
Investigators: 

Welcome and thank you for your interest in this research study! 

This study looks at the challenges counsellors face when working with people who have committed domestic abuse. While most research focuses on supporting victims, less is known about what it is like for counsellors working with perpetrators.
The study will explore:
· The emotional and ethical challenges counsellors experience.
· How counsellors make decisions and manage difficult situations.
· The strategies, training, and support that help counsellors do this work effectively.

If you choose to participate, you will be asked to take part in a one-to-one semi-structured interview with the researcher.
· The interview will last approximately 45–60 minutes.
· Interviews will be conducted via Microsoft Teams.
· During the interview, you will be asked about your professional experiences, strategies used when working with perpetrators, and any challenges or ethical dilemmas you have encountered.
· There are no right or wrong answers; your honest perspectives are valuable



Your participation is completely voluntary. You can withdraw at any time, and for any reason, simply by closing your browser. 

No identifiable data will be collected from you as part of this study. This means that once your responses have been submitted to the research team, it will not be possible to withdraw this data as your individual responses cannot be identified.

Data will be securely stored on University of Warwick computers and will be processed only for the purpose of scientific analysis. Access to the data will be restricted to the investigators listed above. Summaries may be presented at conferences and included in scientific publications. Data will be reviewed on completion of the research, in line with the University of Warwick data retention policy.

The anonymised data may be used for future research following review and approval by an independent Research Ethics Committee and subject to your consent at the outset of this research project. 

Please refer to the University of Warwick Research Privacy Notice which is available here: https://warwick.ac.uk/services/idc/dataprotection/privacynotices/researchprivacynotice or by contacting the Information and Data Compliance Team at infocompliance@warwick.ac.uk. 

This study has been reviewed and given favourable opinion by the University of Warwick’s Biomedical and Scientific Research Ethics Committee (BSREC)/Humanities and Social Sciences Research Ethics Committee (HSSREC) 

If you require further information, please contact Marie Jefsioutine at M.A.Jefsioutine@warick.ac.uk
                                                                                                        
Who should I contact if I wish to make a complaint?
Any complaint should be addressed to the person below, who is a senior University of Warwick official entirely independent of this study:

Head of Research Governance
Research & Impact Services
University House
University of Warwick
Coventry
CV4 8UW
Email: researchgovernance@warwick.ac.uk
Tel: 02476 575733

If you wish to raise a complaint on how we have handled your personal data, you can contact our Data Protection Officer who will investigate the matter: DPO@warwick.ac.uk. 

If you are not satisfied with our response or believe we are processing your personal data in a way that is not lawful you can complain to the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO).


I have read the above and
· I consent to take part in this study
· I do not wish to participate

Hard copy survey only
I have read the above and consent to take part in this study. I understand that completing the survey signals my consent to participate.
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